




















PREPARING TO CELEBRATE THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

signs of the ongoing activity of God’s Spirit that
brings about communion. Jn 20:19-23 Jesus
breathes his Spirit of forgiveness and peace on to
his frightened disciples. Theme—Courage: Intimes
of fear or anxiety, our celebration of this Pentecost
reminds us we are empowered by God’s Spirit.
May 18—Trinity: Ex 34:4-6.8-9. Moses declares
the essential truth about God: God is merciful.. 2
Cor 3:11-13. God is a community of lovers, into
which disciples are called. Jn 3:16-18. God’s love
for us is revealed in Jesus. Theme—God s life: The
Trinity is an essential truth of God: a communion
of Persons, in love, into which we are invited and
out of which we love. We reflect God’s triune life
in world, just as others reflect God’s inner life to
us.

May 25—Body and Blood: Deut 8:2-3.14-16
Moses reminds Israel about God’s care of them
revealed through food and drink in the desert. /
Cor 10:16-17. Eucharist is communion in the one
body. Jn 6:51-58. Jesus is the living Bread of God.
Theme—The Sunday Assembly: At atime when we
think about new ways of liturgical life as priest
numbers decline, the Sunday Eucharistic Assem-
bly become more important than ever. Here we cel-
ebrate God’s life with us and our communion with
all who gather, and those who feel excluded.
June 1—Ordinary Time 9: Dz 11: 18. 26-28. 32.
Moses teaches the heart of religion: a total focus
on God. This is the heart of Judaism. Rom 3: 21-
25. 28. Paul also teaches the heart of religion: Fo-
cus on God through Jesus. This is called ‘right-
eousness.” Mt 7: 21- 27. Jesus teaches the heart of
discipleship: A focus on Jesus and his words.
Theme—Focus on God. Living each day with an
explicit consciousness of God is at the heart of
Judaism, the faith life of Jesus and Mt’s commu-
nity. How can this awareness be encouraged and
celebrated in our local Sunday Assembly?

June 8—Ordinary Time 10: Hos 6:3-6. The
prophet invites Israel to a genuine love of God
rather than religious exhibitionism. Rom 4:18-25.
Paul presents Abraham as the exemplar of hope
and faith. Mt 9:9-13. Jesus forms a renewed com-
munity of disciples, in the spirit of Hosea. Theme—
Authenticity: The first and third readings invite us
to reflect on the authenticity of our church life and
practice. Where do we see today authentic religious
life and practice? Who exemplifies this spirit?
June 15— Ordinary Time 11: Ex 79:2-6 God re-
minds Moses (and his people) of the care and pro-
tection shown to them. Rom 5:6-11 Through Jesus
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we are brought into deep communion (‘righteous-
ness’) with God. Mt 9:36-10:8. Jesus forms his
renewed Israelite community of disciples to pro-
claim ‘good news.” Theme—Good News. The good
news of God’s caring protection of us (first read-
ing) and the kind of community that gathers around
Jesus (Gospel) needs to be celebrated today.
June 22— Ordinary Time 12: Jer 20:10-13. The
prophet is faithful to God’s call despite his strug-
gle with God. Rom 5.12-15 Paul celebrates the gift
of divine deliverance through Jesus’ ministry. Mt
10:26-33. Jesus reminds his disciples not to be
frightened but trust in God. Theme—Don't Be
Frightened: Fear dominates our world and com-
munity. We are being invited into a community,
protected and cared for by God.

June 29—Peter and Paul: Acts 12: 1-11 God de-
livers Peter from imprisonment. 2 Tm 4. 6-8. 17-
18. The apostle reflects upon his fidelity to God
and God’s fidelity to him. Mr 16: 13-19. Peter pub-
licly identifies Jesus as the ‘“Messiah’ (‘Anointed
One’). Jesus calls Peter as the ‘rock’ upon which
the Christian community is built. Theme—Apos-
tolic Witness: The faith obvious in our community
is the fruit of faithful witness to Jesus over the cen-
turies in every generation. This faith is founded on
the faith of the first community disciples, symbol-
ised in Peter and Paul and their missions to the
Jewish and Gentile worlds respectively. This mis-
sion continues today amongst us.

July 6—Ordinary Time 14: Zech 9:9-10. God as
King will come to deliver, protect and offer peace.
Rom 8:9.11-13 We possess God’s Spirit who em-
powers our daily lives. Mt 11:25-30 We are invited
to come to Jesus who wants to be with us in our
daily struggles. Theme—God’s Comfort. Many
people today feel the burdens of life. Our faith
community gathered in this Sunday Assembly re-
flects a gentle God who seeks to offer support and
comfort to those who struggle. How is this hap-
pening practically at a local level?

July 13—Ordinary Time 15: Is 55:10-11. God’s
Word is eternally effective. Rom 8:18-23. The
whole of creation is caught up with humanity in
the inward search for God and the release of God’s
spirit of renewal. Mt 13:1-23 This is the ‘Great
Parable’ chapter of Mt’s Gospel: God’s Reign is
present mysteriously and unexpectedly. Theme—
God'’s Presence. To dispirited people the invita-
tion to contemplate a God who is present, active
and mystery is an essential truth. It uplifts, con-
verts, strengthens and offers a fresh perspective.

10/03/2008 2:31:42 PM



COMPASS

July 20—Ordinary Time 16: Wis 12:13.16-19.
God teaches, offers hope and wisdom. Rom 8:26-
27. God’s Spirit helps us in our weakness. Mt
13:24-43. This is the parables of good and evil..
Theme—Weakness. The human experience of
weakness and disaster invites us to draw close to a
God who is present in our struggles. Mt’s parables
remind us of the realism of life’s ambiguities which
are part of discipleship and mysteriously reveal
God’s presence.

July 27—Ordinary Time 17: [ Kings 3:5.7-12.
Solomon is blessed for seeking wisdom and dis-
cernment rather than wealth Rom 8:28-30. God
invites us to live in the image of Jesus. Mt 13:44-
52. The parable of the search for the pearl of great
price. Theme—Wisdom: All of us desire deep, lin-
gering wisdom to live in peace and happiness with
ourselves, others and God. Many illustrations
abound where such wisdom is practiced by unwit-
ting disciples.

THE TRIDENTINE MASS AGAIN?

Dear Editor,

Comment is called for on Fr Joseph Grayland’s
article published in the spring 2007 issue of
Compass, ‘The Tridentine Mass Again: Can the
Church Celebrate in Two Rites?’

The answer to Fr Grayland’s question is a
resounding Yes, as that is what the Church has
been doing for centuries. Historically, the liturgical
life of the Catholic Church has been carried on
through about 20 ritual traditions. Most of these
are found in Eastern Catholicism but even today in
the Western Church the Roman rite does not have
a monopoly.

The Western Church used to have more rites
until most of them fell into desuetude after the
Second Vatican Council even though the Council
itself directed that all existing rites were to be pre-
served and respected (Sacrosanctum concilium, 4).
This was just one of many liturgical principles
enunciated by the Council which were disregarded
in the post-conciliar reform.

The main problem with Fr Grayland’s position is
that it is based on a faulty understanding of the his-
tory of the Roman missal promulgated by Pope John
XXl in 1962. Fr Grayland insists that the precursor
of the 1962 missal, the missal promulgated by Pope
Pius V in 1570, was the product of the theological
perspectives and polemical mindset of the Church in
the context of the Protestant Reformation.

Far from being something created to deal with
the politico-ecclesiastical struggles of the
midsixteenth century, the 1570 missal was merely a
codification or standardisation of the Roman rite of
Mass as it then existed and had been celebrated for
some centuries. Unlike the 1969 missal of Pope Paul
VI, the 1570 book was not a general, far-reaching
overhaul of structure, texts and rubrics. The main
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change was a reduction in the number of prefaces
and sequences. In every other aspect, the 1570 mis-
sal was almost identical to the first printed edition
of the Roman missal, which appeared in 1474 and
which was itself little different from Mass as it was
celebrated at the papal court in the thirteenth cen-
tury. In other words, the essential form of the missal
of 1962, via the missal of 1570, cannot have been a
reaction to events in the sixteenth century as it pre-
ceded them in time by several hundred years.

Fr Grayland’s confusion is reinforced by call-
ing the 1962 missal ‘Tridentine’. It is Tridentine
only in the sense that Pius V’s codification of the
Roman rite was ordered by the Council of Trent.
The origins of that missal and of the theological,
ecclesiological and liturgical presuppositions un-
derpinning it lie hundreds of years before the Coun-
cil of Trent and have nothing to do with either the
Protestant or the Catholic Reformations.

This confusion might be avoided if the 1962
missal were called by some such designation as
‘the old Mass’, ‘the traditional Mass’, ‘the Latin
Mass’, or, better still, ‘the Mass of John XXIII’
which describes it exactly.

Fr Grayland is also mistaken when he claims
that Pius V’s intention was that all the liturgical
rites other than the Roman would, over time, cease
to be used. The exact opposite is the case. The Pope
ordered that all rites which had been in existence
for at least 200 years, including the rite of his own
Order, the Dominican, were to continue. The dis-
appearance of most of these rites was delayed un-
til the 1960s in the aftermath of the Second Vati-
can Council.

Yours sincerely,
Christopher Dowd OP
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