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teaching to a new situation, while drawing
closely on another ‘post-Pauline’ letter, the
Letter to the Colossians. Our liturgical read-
ings (Eph 1-4, Sun 15 to 17) offer the heart of
the writer’s theology—conviction of God’s in-
volvement in the world, through the church,
and revealed through Jesus. Jesus’ role is also
reflected on and proclaimed.

3. The Gospel: As noted in the last Com-
pass edition, we continue into Year B and read
from Mark’s Gospel, though John’s Gospel is
preferred during Easter. Even within the
Markan cycle, though, John reappears. The
Markan portrait of the more human Jesus
seems to be ‘filled out’ by John’s more ‘spir-
itual’ Gospel that emphasizes Jesus’ transcend-
ence and divine origins. This is clear in the Jn
6 reading in OT 17. (Scholars would now se-
riously question this approach to have Mk’s
earthy Jesus balanced by Jn’s more ethereal
Jesus).

• Mark’s Gospel emphasises themes of mis-
understanding, loneliness, struggle and failure
permeate the gospel. These themes affect the
way Mark portrays Jesus and the disciples.
Struggle is a helpful theme in the contempo-
rary Christian community that might be ex-
plored in this time of the liturgical year up to
Ordinary Time 17, especially in the light of
international, national and local events which

can be named in the homily and reflected upon
in the light of Mark.

• John’s Gospel proclaimed on the Sundays
of Easter 4-6 focus our attention on Jesus,
God’s glorified presence who is able to shep-
herd, invite us to abide with him and God, and
experience deep joy. These are essential theo-
logical insights that can be celebrated through
John’s portrait of Jesus.

Finally, a word about the festivals that
conclude the Easter Season and lead us
back into Ordinary Time: Ascension and
Pentecost clearly complete the mystery of
God’s action revealed in the Risen Jesus,
now with God forever (Ascension) who
sends God’s Spirit which empowers the
nascent Christian Community (Pente-
cost). Rather than focussing on Pentecost
as the ‘birthday’ of the Church, perhaps
a more fruitful approach might be the em-
powerment of the Christian Community
by God’s Spirit. The spirit enables the
community to be formally constituted as
God’s people, a theme that continues the
Sinai event celebrated each year by the
Jewish community on the feast of Pente-
cost. Pentecost also provides a moment
to celebrate the way the Holy Spirit em-
powers our local faith communities with
the charism of leadership, especially of
the baptised.

     PART TWO: NOTES ON THE READINGS

April 5—Passion: Mk 11:1-10. Jesus’ disci-
ples welcome him into Jerusalem. Is 50:4-7.
God’s servant is attentive and trusts God, de-
spite rejection and suffering. Phil 2:6-11. One
of the great songs of Holy Week: Jesus is God’s
servant, who chooses to be like all human be-
ings, and God exalts him. Mk 14-15. The cli-
max of Mk, the passion story of Jesus’ suffer-
ing and ultimate abandonment. Theme—Aban-
donment. Jesus comes to claim his people as
their leader and his leadership is one of suf-
fering; Jesus’ who dies abandoned is able to
identify with all who feel abandoned, deso-

late and lonely. Mk’s Jesus is not an exalted
figure, but misunderstood and rejected. The
passion story from Mk offers an opportunity
to identify with Jesus in this week, and to be
with those who experience abandonment and
isolation in our world.

April 9—The Lord’s Supper: Exodus 12:1-
8, 11-14. The first Passover is remembered:
God delivers Israel through the blood of the
Passover Lamb. 1 Cor 11:23-26. Paul reminds
the divided Christians at Corinth about what
lies at the heart of celebrating the Lord’s Sup-
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per. Jn 13:1-15. In the act of washing his dis-
ciples’ feet, John’s Jesus offers the model of
active, community service. Theme—Service:
This celebration reaches into the heart of every
parish and faith community: selfless service
focused on the Eucharist. How can we cel-
ebrate this happening in our midst and encour-
age it to deepen?

April 10—Good Friday: Is 52:13-53:12. This
is the climactic ‘servant song’ celebrating the
vicarious nature of the servant’s suffering, for
the welfare of all. Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9. Jesus
is compassionate High Priest, with God, who
knows our sufferings and weaknesses. Jn 18:1-
19:42. This passion narrative, unlike Mk’s, is
a true celebration of victory over death. In four-
teen dramatic scenes Jesus is presented as
Lamb, judge, victor, source of Church’s life.
Theme—Victory: Jesus, as the Passover Lamb
who brings people to life, is victorious over
death. Rather than a sombre or mournful lit-
urgy, the readings encourage a confidence in
God who is able to bring victory from death.
This is a much-needed focus in a world pre-
occupied with war and retaliation.

April 12—Easter: Feast of the Resurrec-
tion: Mk 16:1- 8. This is the most important
gospel proclamation in the whole year: Mark’s
Jesus is resurrected and the women are encour-
aged to ponder the place of emptiness, the
tomb. Resurrection occurs in the most unlikely
setting and moment—the place of death and
hopelessness.

April 19—Easter 2: Acts 4:32-35. The power
of the resurrection is evident in the fledgling
Christian community of Jerusalem. 1 Jn 5:1-
6. Faith in Jesus and his resurrection makes us
‘begotten by God.’ We are in tune with God
and experience God’s life within. Jn 20:19-
31. The resurrected Jesus offers his frightened
disciples peace. He empowers them with au-
thority to forgive sin. Theme—Forgiveness.
The resurrected Jesus continues to breathe into
his community today the spirit of peace and

forgiveness. Where is this seen, identified and
celebrated?

May 3—Easter 4: Acts 4:7-12. The power of
the resurrection is evident in this act of heal-
ing by Peter and John. 1Jn 3:1-2. . We are
God’s beloved and, like the risen Jesus, we
shall see God as God truly is. Jn 10:11-18.
Jesus is the good shepherd who brings all to
unity. Theme—God Shepherds us: In the midst
of our struggles and community tensions, God
seeks to love, shepherd and bring us into com-
munion.

May 10—Easter 5:  Acts 9:26-31. Paul, now
a zealous disciple of the risen Jesus, preaches
‘boldly’ though suspected. 1Jn 3:18-24 We are
called to love and live without guilt. We have
a spirit of ‘boldness’ that is of God. Jn 15:1-
8. We ‘abide’ (‘remain’, ‘dwell’) in commun-
ion with God and Jesus. We share God’s inner
life. Theme—Abiding with God. Communion
with God spills over into community life.
God’s life abides with us. How does this faith
community express tangibly God’s abiding
communion with humanity, creation and within
the church?

May 17—Easter 6: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-
48. A watershed moment in the growth of the
early Jewish-Christian community and moves
beyond its Jewish roots to the non-Jewish
(‘Gentile’) world; Peter baptises a Gentile
Roman household. 1Jn 4:7-10. Jesus reveals
God’s love for us, to the point of death. Jn 15:
9-17. God’s love for Jesus spills over into the
hearts of his disciples so that they may experi-
ence God’s joy Theme—God’s Joy: An abid-
ing spirit of joy may be difficult to identify in
our world. God’s desire is for all to be happy.
This ‘joy’ is celebrated and revealed at the
heart of the Christian community. What are
some identifiable signs of this?

May 24—Ascension: Acts 1:1-11. Luke’s sec-
ond volume, the story of the early Christian
community, begins with the angelic promise
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of Jesus’ ongoing presence, which will come
again in power. Eph 4:1-13. Jesus’ commun-
ion with God (‘ascension’) is the source of the
ministerial gifts of the Christian community.
Mk 16:15-20. This later ending of Mk’s gos-
pel emphasises the risen and ascended Jesus’
victory over evil and the confident proclama-
tion of the Gospel. Theme—Jesus’ Ongoing
Presence: Jesus’ presence is revealed in sur-
prising and unexpected ways, less physical but
no less real. Who in the local community re-
veal this presence?

May 31—Pentecost: Acts 2:1-11. Luke re-
shapes the familiar OT Sinai story where God
forms a new community. This community is
freshly expressed through the action of God’s
unquenchable and unifying Spirit. Gal 5:16-
25. Paul expresses the signs which indicate the
absence and presence of God’s Spirit. He en-
courages a life guided by God’s Spirit Jn
15:26-27: 16:12-15. The Spirit is our advo-
cate to God. This Spirit is revealed in the char-
ism of truth. Theme—God’s Spirit. God’s Spirit
is present and active within and around us.
Today is a celebration of this Spirit that helps
to identify and acknowledge God’s ongoing
action in human history. How is God’s Spirit
active in the local community?

June 7—Trinity: Dt 4:32-34, 39-40. Moses
reminds the Israelites about the nature of their
God: creator, powerful presence and libera-
tor. Rom 8:14-17. God’s Spirit enables our
spirit to know God as the intimate One, named
‘Abba.’ Mt 28:16-20. These are the final words
in Mt, of the Risen Jesus, encouraging the dis-
ciples to make disciples of all nations in the
name of the triune God. Theme—God’s Pres-
ence: God is present in human history, among
human beings and creation. This presence in-
vites intimacy. How is this intimacy with God
expressed in our local faith communities?

June 14—Body and Blood: Ex 24:3-8. Mo-
ses’ symbolic act with stones, burnt offerings
and blood ratifies God’s communion with the

Israelites. Heb 9:11-15. Heard by Jewish fol-
lowers of Jesus, Jesus is portrayed as the eter-
nal high priest mediating a new covenant with
God on behalf of the people. Mk 14:12-16,
22-26. The gospel narrative of Jesus’ final meal
with his disciples. Theme—God dines with Us:
The Israelite meal was a symbol of kinship
solidarity and communion. God’s meals ech-
oed throughout history and especially
practiced in the meal ministry of Jesus (high-
lighted in final meal with his disciples) sym-
bolise God’s passion for humanity. God is on
the side of us and creation.

June 2—Ordinary Time 12: Job 38:1-4, 8-
11. A powerful reading that raises the key ques-
tion of theodicy: Who is God? 2 Cor 5:14-17.
Because of Jesus every perspective and view
of our world is changed. Mk 4: 35-41 The lead-
ers of the Christian community (symbolised
by the disciples in a boat) wrestle with the
possibility of disaster and annihilation. They
turn to Jesus. Theme—Who is God? Who is
Jesus? : These two questions from today’s
readings lead us to reflect on the heart of Chris-
tian faith. The gospel reveals the need to fo-
cus on Jesus in cosmic, ecclesial and personal
struggle. He reveals the loving and confident
presence of God.

Jne 28—Ordinary Time 13: Wis 1:13-15;
2:23-24. God’s creative presence gives life and
goodness. 2 Cor 8:7,9,13-15. Paul encourages
sharing for others in need, in the spirit of Je-
sus. Mk 5:21-43. Two intertwined stories about
women healed and the faith that brings that
healing. Theme—God’s Presence. Jesus is the
revealer of God’s healing presence that re-
stores and brings into community. Our liturgy
allows a celebration of that presence still pow-
erfully active in this community.

July 5—Ordinary Time 14: Ez 2:2-5. God
declares to the exiled people that God is send-
ing a prophet to them. 2 Cor 12:7-10. Paul’s
‘thorn in the flesh’ becomes his means to faith
in God in his weakness. Mk 6:1-6. Jesus is
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portrayed as God’s prophet rejected by his
hometown. Theme—The Prophetic tradition.
The role and importance of the prophet has
always been acknowledged in the Judeo-Chris-
tian tradition. The prophet, exemplified in
Mark’s portrait of Jesus, is one who speaks
the truth, reveals God’s activity in human his-
tory and community, and experiences rejec-
tion. Who might be such prophets today in the
local community?

July 12—Ordinary Time 15: Amos 7:12-15.
Amos is the untrained and reluctant prophet
who is urged to do God’s bidding, despite criti-
cism from Israel’s religious leaders. Eph 1:3-
14. A fine hymn summarizing Christ’s role in
creation, and God’s desire to bring us into
communion, to ‘adopt’ us. Mk 6:7-13. The
disciples are sent on mission to preach the
Gospel. Resistance to the message will be ex-
pected. Theme—Being a prophet. Continuing
the theme from last week, the readings offer
an opportunity to reflect on the meaning of
baptism, as a call to be a prophet. Resistance,
even rejected are expected. The reading offer
an encouraging word in our struggle to disci-
pleship fidelity.

Michael Trainor is a priest of the Archdiocese of Adelaide and teacher at
the Adelaide College of Divinity, with the School of Theology of Flinders
University.

July 19—Ordinary Time 16: Jer 23:1-6. God
promises the people new and faithful shep-
herds, and especially a future king who will
reign with wisdom. Eph 2:13-18. Jesus is cel-
ebrated as the source of social, political and
religious unity. Mk 6:30-34. Jesus shows con-
cern for his disciples and compassion on the
crowds who seemed shepherdless. Theme—
God’s Shepherd us. The image of a shepherd-
ing God who looks after us, no matter what, is
so rich and necessary today. What are the im-
plications of a community who really believes
in the active presence of such a God?

July 26—Ordinary Time 17:  2 Kings 4:42-
44. The prophet Elijah takes a few loaves,
gives them to his servant, to satisfy the hunger
of a large number of people. Eph 4:1-6. The
writer urges unity amongst within the faith
community. The source of such a bond peace
comes from God’s Spirit. Jn 6:1-15. Jesus
feeds the hungry crowd. Theme—God feeds
our hungers. God desires to feed us deeply in
our life’s journey. What are the struggles and
difficulties that we face that invite us to open
ourselves to this God who seeks to address
our deepest needs?

The Word is the basic force at work in conversion; a light in response to the
many questions in the believer’s life; a guide to a proper and wise discernment
of reality; an invitation not simply to read or speak the Word but to ‘do it’ (Lk
8:21); and finally, an everlasting source of consolation and hope. From this
follows, as a certain logic of faith, the task of acknowledging and ensuring the
primacy of the Word of God in the life of believers by receiving it as the
Church proclaims it, understands it, explains it and lives it.

—Lineamenta for the Synod on the Word of God, 11.
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