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COMPASS

implications (as in Isaiah).

Dec 16— Advent 3: Is 35:1-6a, 10. God’s coming
will bring cosmic and earthly renewal, and human
liberation. The whole universe and all enlivens it
will be liberated. James 5:7-10. We patiently await
God’s coming. We live peaceably with all. Mt 11:2-
11. Jesus announces his mission of liberation and
healing. Theme—Liberation and healing. Our
world struggles and is in need of God’s healing.
God’s Will is for wholeness, healing and happi-
ness. We celebrate God’s desire for creation, in-
cluding human beings.

Dec 23—Advent 4: Is 7:10-14. God promises
through the prophet. King Ahaz will receive a sign
of royal perpetuity. The King resists God’s prom-
ise. Rom 1:1-7. This introduction to Paul’s great
letter summarises the heart of the Gospel: Jesus’
role with humanity. Mt 1:18-25. The annunciation
of the birth of Jesus to Joseph: Jesus is named ‘God-
with-us.” Theme—God’s presence. Every Eucha-
rist is a celebration of God’s presence in this com-
munity, and through this community to the world.
Many are searching to experiencing this presence.
Examples abound.

Dec 25—Nativity: Is 9:2-7 The prophet honours
a future anointed leader who will be a source of
authority and hope. Titus 2:11-14. God’s grace has
appeared in Jesus who offers us hope and release.
Lk 2:1-16. The birth of Jesus in a city setting.
Theme—Birth. The metaphor of birth is a reminder
of hope, promise, newness and freshness. Jesus’
birth brings the promise of these to our world. Can
we celebrate how this is happening around us, and
name where hope and promise are needed?

Dec 30—Holy Family: Sir 3:2-6.12-14. A collec-
tion of wisdom sayings about family harmony and
respect. Col 3:12-21. We are God’s saints, beloved
and forgiven. (Unless the last few verses 18-21 are
explained adequately in the light of the Greco-
Roman understanding of the 1% century CE and
household relationships, they are best omitted). Mt
2:13-15. 19-23. Joseph responds to God (‘the
dream’). This response shapes his attitude to his
family. Theme—Family life. Much unhelpful com-
mentary is offered on this day that excludes those
who are single or adds more guilt to those whose
family living is difficult. How can the attitudes that
permeated the relationships of Jesus’ own family
be modelled in this community today?

Jan 6—Epiphany of Jesus: Is 60:1-6. God’s light
shines on creation and humanity. This makes a dif-
ference to how our world is perceived. Eph 3:2-
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3.5-6. The mystery of God’s universal and hospi-
table love means that share in God’s life. Mt 2:1-
12. The wise follow the stars; there eyes are on the
heavens, their ear to the Scriptures and their de-
sire on Jesus. Theme—Being Enlightened. At the
core of every being is the inner light of God. We
affirm our search for God and the way we draw
close to God through Jesus. Epiphany is a con-
tinuous feast (however enrealised) in the heart of
every human being. Can we identify some of the
ways this happens today?

Jan 13—Baptism of Jesus: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 God
delights in the Servant, who will bring liberation
to the disconsolate. Acts 10:34-38. Peter acclaims
to a Roman household of Cornelius that Jesus is
God’s baptised and anointed one. All people, irre-
spective of background, belong to God. Mt 3:13-
17 Jesus is baptised and declared ‘beloved.’.
Theme—Being Beloved. In a world of struggle, this
celebration offers an opportunity for the baptised
community to remember and celebrate its
‘belovedness.” God delights in us. This is an im-
portant moment to name who God is for us, and
we for God, especially when contrary voices seem
to dominate.

Jan 20—Ordinary Time 2: Is 49:3, 5-6 God’s
Servant is chosen from before time, with a mis-
sion of restoration to a broken and dispersed peo-
ple. 1 Cor 1:1-3. The beginning of a famous letter,
in which the Corinthian Christians are reminded
of their call to sainthood, and their relationship to
God and Jesus. Jn 1:29-34. John the Baptist rec-
ognises Jesus as the chosen one and possessor of
God’s Spirit. Theme—Spirit Possessed: Our com-
munion with Jesus through baptism and Eucharist
confirms us as those who are possessed with the
Spirit of God. We are called, like the Servant, to
proclaim restoration and hope to people

Jan 27—Ordinary Time 3:. 15 9:1-4. Abeautiful
poem of God’s overwhelming vision for human-
ity: light, peace and freedom in the midst of op-
pression. 1 Cor 1:10-13.17-18. Paul addresses the
problem at Corinth of division. The true source of
unity is Jesus, the Good News. Mt 4:12-23. Jesus’
presence and ministry echoes the Is reading of lib-
eration, and the first community of disciples is
called. Theme—Liberation and Hope: The hope
expressed in the vision of Isaiah in the first read-
ing is always desired. Mt’s Jesus expresses this as
he calls his first disciples. How is this community
today an expression of that hope and liberty, of
Isaiah’s vision?.
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