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 COMPASS

ership or needed for our nation, our Church,
this community?
March 21—Good Friday. Is 52:13-53:12.
This is another servant song that reflects on
God’s servant who is innocent and suffers for
others. Heb 4:14-16;5:7-9. Jesus, the compas-
sionate one, suffers with us. Jn 18:1-19:42
Jesus, the exalted one, suffers, and dies as in-
nocent lamb acclaimed as king. The moment
of death is also one of exaltation and victory.
It is the source of the church’s sacramental life
(‘blood’ = Eucharist; ‘water’ = baptism).
Theme—Victory. God’s solidarity revealed
through Jesus with the cries of suffering emit-
ted by creation and human beings. God is vic-
torious over death.
March 22 & 23—Easter: Mt 28:1-10. The
Risen Jesus brings joy to the women who come
to the tomb Theme—Joy. In a world and among
people that seem so sad and preoccupied with
survival, the Easter message is central, offer-
ing an encouraging vision for us all: He is
Risen.
March 30—Easter 2 Acts 2:42-47. The ideal
Jerusalem Christian community shares every-
thing in common. 1 Pet 1:3-9. The writer ex-
presses the fruit of baptismal life. Jn 20:19-
31 The Risen Jesus offers peace to the assem-
bled disciples: ‘Blessed are those who have
not seen and yet believe.’ Theme—Being
Blessed. The Easter presence of Jesus brings
God’s blessedness to human beings feeling ter-
rorised by life and its demands. Gazing on the
wounds of Jesus, Thomas comes to Easter
faith. Our entrance into those spaces of
woundedness allows the Risen One to be with
us.
April 6—Easter 3. Acts 2:14,22-28. Luke
summarises Peter’s Pentecost sermon in terms
of the Gospel’s story about Jesus. 1 Pet 1:17-
21. God’s vision of the relationship to God
which all the baptised share. Lk 24:13-35 Two
unfaithful disciples experience the presence of
the Risen Jesus in the Eucharistic moment.
Theme—Jesus’ Presence. Jesus continues to

be present to all, especially when darkness,
blindness or personal issues seem to cloud that
presence.
April 13—Easter 4 Acts 2:14,36-41. As Pe-
ter preaches, Luke shows him appealing to his
audience for a spirit of conversion to God. 1
Pet 2:20-25. Jesus is the model of how to be
with God in the midst of life’s suffering. Jn
10:1-10. Jesus is the sheep-fold gate who al-
lows access to God and protection for his com-
munity. Theme—Jesus, the Gate: We seek
safety, security and protection. Jesus offers us
a community where we can be at ease with
God. What are some of the ways in which this
happens in today’s Eucharistic community?
April 20—Easter 5 Acts 6:1-7. Seven are ap-
pointed to minister to the practical needs of
the Jerusalem Christian community. Ministry
is flexible, inclusive and respectful of the needs
of the community. 1 Pet 2:4-9. The baptised
are members of a spiritual household are truly
a holy priesthood. Jn 14:1-12. Jesus is the way,
truth and life for people who feel troubled.
Theme—Royal Priesthood. Our community
that gathers each Sunday is precious. It is
God’s ‘royal priesthood.’ It is blessed and be-
loved by God. This can be named and cel-
ebrated. It is the heart of future ministry in a
time when our focus shifts from a church de-
pendent on the ordained to lay ecclesial lead-
ership.
April 27—Easter 6. Acts 8:5-8, 14-17. Philip
preaches to the Samaritans. Peter and John visit
them and prays that the Samaritan will receive
the Holy Spirit. A second Pentecost takes
place! 1 Pet 3:15-18. Reverence for God is at
the heart of the Christian life. This enables the
believer to act with integrity especially in times
of difficulty or false-accusation. Jn 14: 15-21.
Jesus promises to send the Holy Spirit, his
Advocate, who will be with his disciples.
Theme—Release of God’s Holy Spirit. God’s
Spirit permeates every atom of creation and
fibre of our being. What a delight our world
and lives are because of this.
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